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ONE MONTH AWAY

COMMENCEMENT CANCELLATION

Eastern students share their reactions to the
cancellation of the fall commencement ceremony.
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Fireside
chat series
to continue
Tuesday

until the start of the season for
the women's basketball team.
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Freshman Connection

Staff Report I @DEN_news
The Center for Gender and Sexual Diversity

will be giving a vinual Panther Fire Side Chat on
Tuesday from 2-3 p.m.
The event is being hosted by the Civil Engage
ment and Voluntcerism Office and will discuss
three different topics related to LGBT histoty in
honor of October being LGBT History Month.
The Student Drag Show is also being held vir
tually on November 6 during Eastcrn's Family
Weekend. The first LGBT History Month was
founded by Rodney Wilson, a Missouri high
school teacher, in 1994.
The Civil Engagement and Volntccrism Office
has been hosting Fireside Chats since February
when they kicked off their Chasing the Ameri
ca Dream Series.
There was a Fireside Chat held on Oct. 8 in
which journalism issues were discussed.
Bryan Murley, an associate journalism profes
sor, Betsy Jewell, an adjunct journalism instruc
tor, discussed the history of one-sided news chan
nels and Shawn Peoples, Title IX Coordinator
and Director of Civil Rights & Diversity, spoke
in the chat.

FEMI USIKALU 1 THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

The Freshman Connection program hosted a social event Monday night where mentors and mentees met In Lawson Hall basement.
Mentees were able to meet other freshmen Involved In the program. Freshman Connection is a program where freshmen are paired
up with a peer mentor and receive support throughout their first year In college.

The News Stoff con be reached at 581-2812 or
dennewsdesk@gmoil.com.

Meet the candidates for State's Attorney
By Corryn Brock
News Editor I @cooyn_brock
The Coles County State's Attorney race is seeing
two familiar fuces as andidates.
The incumbent, Jesse Danley was appointed in
late 2018 after his p�r Brian Bower assumed
his current position as a Coles Q>unty judge.
Danley was appointed in a 9-1 vote by the coun
ty board with the only member of the board who
did not vote for Danley being Rick Shook who
is currently running for re-election for the Coles
County Board.
Danlcy's opponent, Todd Reardon, also applied
to 611 the vaancy and has run in the past for the of
fice of state's attorney.
The two were set to have a last-minute debate on
Oct.22.
The various parties involved all have different ac
counts for why the event was anccled with an un
clear answer for why the event was actually can
celed.
Both men agreed to debate in an event hosted by
Dustin Hay, a community member who has shown
dear suppon for R.cardon via Facebook, but the de
bate was anccled after issues arose surrounding the
moderator and timing of the event.

Danley
Danley is originally from Carterville, Illinois and
moved to Coles County in 2012.
He received his undergraduate degree from the
University of Missouri-Columbia and attended the
them Illinois Universityfor his bw dcgrtc.

So�

Danley was an assistant state's anorney from
2012-2016 and public defender from 2017-2019
until he became Interim State's Attorney.
Danley is married to a Mattoon native and the
couple has two children.
He has received endorsements from other an
didates in the area like State Representative Chris
Miller (R-110), candidate for the 15th Congres
sional District Mary Miller and State Senator Dale
Righter (R-55).
Danley said cracking down on drug-related
crimes will be one ofhis top priorities if he is dect
ed, specifically heroin.
"Heroin is by far the biggest problem in Coles
County as of right now," Danley said. "You really
have to separate between drug dealers and drug us
ers and sometimes that's difficult."
Danley said he would like to put a focus on en
forcing drug-induced homicide statutes and let
people know "(they arc responsible for the poison
(they) put in the community."
He added he believes a d� in drug sales will
reduce crime in other areas, specifically theft and vi
olent weapons charges.
Danley said he would also like to work on the of
fice's role in educating you people.
He said he wants to get in schools and interact
with the youth and have the state's attorney office
be something Coles County youth arc aware and
want to learn more about in a positive manner.
He said he can sec areas of needed improvement
for juvenile cases.
"We've got a great juvenile judge right now but
there's a lot of room for improvement from my of
fice," Danley said.

"Having been in 68 different counties you get a good observation of
how other counties do it and some do it better than ours, in fact a lot of
them:'

-Todd Reardon

"You really have to separate between drug dealers and drug users and
sometimes that's difficult:'

-Jesse Danley

For younger individuals in Charleston, Danley
said he often tells them, "I hope I sec them out in
the street but not professionally."

Reardon
R.cardon said he is also concerned with the State's
Attorney Office's work with juvenile cases.
He said he believes they do not move quickly
enough in a situation that is pressing for those in
volved.
Reardon said that it speaks to the larger iss ues of
inefficiencies at the courtbousc and why he wants to
"stnightcn out the incfficiencies of the courthouse."
R.cardon said after working in scvcral courthous-
es as a defense attorney throughout the State, he an
sec various areas he would like to improve the orga
nization and productivity 0£
"Having been in 68 different counties you get a
good observation of how other counties do it and
some do it better than ours, in fuct a lot of them,"
R.cardon said.

Reardon also said he wants to sec the State's At
torney Office utilize grand juries over the probable
cause method for filing charges.
He said using grand juries would save the time
of officers and the coun and he believes it would
be less expensive that the probable cause method in
the long run.
R.cardon has been a licensed attorney for 23 years
and has owned his own law practice for the nearly
the same amount of time.
He is a Mattoon native and Eastern graduate. He
also received his law dcgrcc from Southern Illinois

Universty
i .

Reardon has been endorsed by the ElU College
Republicans, Coles County Progressives and a new
group called Republicans for Todd R.cardon.
Both candidates expressed interest in reducing
the State's Attorney Office's spending to save the
county money.
Corryn Brock con be reached at 581-2812 or
cebrock@eiu.edu.
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Illinois .residents urged to
slow virus spread amid spike
SPRINGFIEl.D, ID. (AP)-Aftcr an
other record-breaking day in Illinois for
new c.oronavirus infcaions this weekend,
Gov. J.B. Pritzker on Monday again im
plored residents to do all they can to pre
vent the spread of COVID-19, the illn�
caused by the untreatable virus.
"Cases, (test) positivity, hospitaliza
tions, arc all rising across the state of Illi
nois, and we have got to reverse the ttcnd
and slow the spread of this virus," Prit7ker
said at OSF St. Francis Medical Centerin
Peoria. " ... 'JhiS-is not over. There seems
to be a COVID storm on the rise, and we
have to get prepared."
Illinois on Saturday recorded 6,161
new cases of COVID-19, 1,200 more
than the previous record set two days ear-

lier. On Monday, there was anodier4,729
additional cases, widi 17 deaths, totaling
9,522 fatalities among 378,985 cases in
the state. Though many people recover af

ter contracting COVID-19, growing ev
idence reveals the virus' long-lasting and
even debilitating afu:r-dfu::ts.
Data from the U.S. Ccntas for D�
Control and Prevention and the World
Health Organization suggest that a 5%
rate of positive COVID-19 tests is man
ageable. On Monday, Illinois' positivity
rate was 6.3%, up two perc:entagc points
from two weeks prior.
The nwnber of people hospitaliud �
2,638, up half again over die 874 hospi
talized two weeks ago. And there were
56% increases in during the same period

Coronavirus
deaths are rising
again in the US, as
BOISE, Idaho (AP) - Deaths per
day from the coronavirus in the U.S.
are on the rise again, just as health ex
perts had feared, and cases are climb
ing in practically every state, despite
assurances from President Donald
Trump over the weekend that "we're
rounding the turn, we're doing great."
With Election Day just over a
week away, average deaths per day
across the country are up 10% over

the past two weeks, from 721 to near
ly 794 as of Sunday, according to
data from Johns Hopkins University.
Newly confirmed infections per day
are rising in 47 states, and deaths arc
u p in 34.
Health experts had warned that
it was only a matter of time before
deaths turned upward , given the re
cord-breaking surge in cases en gulfing
the country.

ing at least 6 feet away from other people,

and wearing a covering over die nose and
mouth in public.
"Just to be dear, it's not pick two or ...
pick your favorite one," Ezike said. "Its' all

ofthem."

In ans wer to a reponer's question,
Ezike addressed a moment during last
Friday's briefing when she was overcome
widi emotion. Ezike said she succumbed
to "fi:ustration and maybe some fear and
some discouragement." She said add
ed that she's received messages ofsupport
from � die S&tte and internationally.
"Maybe, in retrospect, it was some
kind of cathartic release, ahd hopefully af
ter that now we can pur our boots back
on and continue the fight," &..ike said.

Moon holds more
water in more places
than ever thought
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
- The moon's shadowed, frig
i d nooks and crannies may hold
frozen water in more places and
in larger quantities than previ
ously suspected. And for the first
time, the presence o f water on
the moon's sunlit surface has been
c o n f i r m e d , scientists reported
Monday.
That's good news for astronauts
at future lunar bases who could

tap into these resources for drink
ing and making rocket fuel.
While previous observations
have ind icated millions of tons o f
ice i n the permanently shadowed
craters of the moon's poles, a pair
of stud ies in the journal Nature
Astronomy take the availability of
lunar surface water to a new level.
The presence of water in sunlit
surfaces had been previously sug
gested, but not confirmed.

Sports Designer
AdamTumlno

Little Caesars·

LOWEST

Get social with The Daily Eastern News

IJ

in bodi die nwnber of people in intensive
care units (589) and on ventilators (238).
F.arlier Monday, theadminist.rarion an
nounced that two more ofdie state's CO
VID-19 monitoring regions will face "re
surgence mitigations" starting Wednesday.
Region 4, die Illinois sub� of St. Lou
k. and Region 10, most ofLakc County
and part of Cook County nonh of Chi
cago, must Umit gathe� to 25 people
and bars and restaurants can only serve
outdoors until 11 p.m. All told, six ofthe
11 regions arc under mitigations because
ofrising COVID-19 indicators.
As she has coundm times before, Dr.
Ngoze Fzike, die Slate public healdi direc
tor, reminded about how to keep the vi
rus at bay: frequent hand-washing, stay-
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Sorority hosts event
Eastern Students react to
commencement cancellation for National Bullying
Prevention Month
"You do lose a fundamental part of

By Helena Edwards
StaffP.epoltfrj@'()EN_news

The oommencement c.eremony in De
cember of this year for Eastern Illinois
University will be cancdcd, disappointing
many who would walk the stage.
The graduation will be cancdcd due to
COVID-19 gathering guidelines, like the
other many events that have been either
modified or canceled this year.
After the cancelation that happened to
spring graduates, it was ofef red for them
to walk the stage i4hcDecember 2020
ceremony.
Many had hoped that by December
the circumstances around COVID-19
would improve, however it hasn't.
Some seniors shared their reaction to
the news of this second cancelation.
Blake Meadows, second year senior
and Biologymajor with a minor in Crim
inal Justice, said the announcement sur
prised her at fuse.
'J\t first I was shocked and didn't be
lieve it, but then I was disappointed be
cause I have friends who have been wait
ing to cross that stage since last semester.
Now my friend won't get the satisfuction
of crossing that stage and she really de
serves it because of all of the effort she has
put into her education and the ohm.des
she has overcome through getting her de
,

gree."
This will be the second time it was
canceled for her, something she said has
caused greater disappointment.
All students who have met require
ments for graduation will still be receiving
their F.astem. diplomas, other honors, and

if wanted graduates may order their cap

what makes 'graduation' a graduation:'

-Blake Meadows, senior

and gowns for separate photoo.
There will also by a virtual replaccmcnt
hdd on the 19th of December, but for
many students it doesn't hold the same
meaning.
"The virtual alternative won't b e the
same. I guess that is the point, but 1 guess
it's diffic ult to properly "replace" a rite of
�thatwe have become familiar with
and conditioned � expect to happen one
particular way," Meadows said. "Gradua
tion has always been more treated more of
an experience than a simple event, and I
guess my reaction to a virtual alternative
reduces it to another box they need to
chedc for us."
Meadows said the virtual graduation
will be misMg something.
"You do lose a fundamental part of
what makes ''graduation," a graduation.
There i s something about being able to
walk 300&5 that stage with many people
watching that won't be able to be replaced
through a virtual ceremony," Meadows
said. "These graduates deserve more than
a virtual replacement."
Steven Forsythe, a senior majoring in
social studies education, shared that his
experiena: with the cancdation was at
fuse not much surprise but, ''1hen I start
ed thinking about it over the next couple
days. it's one of those things that is always

on the horizon once you start getting clos
er co graduating and chc::king those box
es, and I think it had become important
for me to see that through. So I found I
eased from indiffcrcnce co genuine �
poinanent."
Meadows said she has been disappoint
ed with the lack of communication from
the university.
"The school is not communicat
ing at all with what is going on about
COVID-19. I was very frustrated dur
ing the summer because I had my funi
ly and parents asking what I was doing.
but I couldn't answer because EIU did
not inform or update us about anything. I
hoped that this would change with us be
ing back on campus but have not seen a
change."
Despite the disappointment of it,
many students and their families under
stand the need for graduation to be can
celed for the safety of campus.
Forsyth said be feds the decision had to
be a difficult one to make.
"It's a difficult decision nonethdess,
and they are the ones who needed to
make it. 1 don't fault them for the posi
tion wewere put in."
Helena Edi.vards can bereachedat5812812 orheedwards@eiu. edu.

By lmani Tapley

Contributing Reporter I @DEN_news

The Delta Beta Chapter of Sig
ma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incor
porated hosted an event to high
light National Bullying Prevention
Month Monday night via Zoom.
Before the event members en
couraged students and staff to wear
orange all day Monday in recogni
tion of the awareness month.
The group discussed how com
mon bullying is and asked every
one to give a definition of bully
ing.
The definition of bullying is
"seek to harm, intimidate, or co
erce (someone perceived as vulner
able.)"
The discussion portion focused
on how the attendees have been in
volved with bullying in their past.
One of the participants ex
plained what bullying was like for
her in high school.
"I was bullied in high school be
cause people said that I was too
skinny," the participant explained.
She said it was annoying it and
that there was nothing that she
could do to stop t hem from com
menting on her size.
There are many a number of
ways that people can be bullied.
Physical, verbal, social and cyber.
Regina Serrano, Sigma Gam
ma Rho secretary said that in this

day in age, there are a lot of people
that fall victim to cybcr bullying.
Statistics state that 1 in 5 people
report being bullied, and that 46
percent notify adults.
Sigma Gamma Rho Treasurer
D' nesha Griffin talked about the
importance of stopping rumors.
S h e said m i d d l e school and
high school aged girls are bullied
from the start of rumors in most
cases and that if people can stop
students from spreading rumors
about one ocher then maybe the
number of bullying reports will
decrease.
Short term effects of bullying
can be social isolation, feelings of
shame, sleep disturbance, chang
es in eating habits, low self-es
teem, school avoidance, symptoms
of anxiety, bedwetting, high risk
of illness, psychosomatic symp
toms, poor school performance
and symptoms of depression.
Long term effects chronic de
pression, increased risk of suicid
al thoughts, suicide plans, and
suicide attempts, anxiety disor
ders, post-traumatic stress disor
der, poor general health, self-de
structive behavior including self
harm, substance abuse and diffi
culty establishing trusting, recip
rocal friendships and relationships.
lmani Tapley can be reached •t 5812812 oristapley@eiu.edu.
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Supreme Court
Walmart's Day of the
nomination of
Dead items disrespectful
Barrett upsetting
Amy Coney Barrett was appoint
e d to the United States Supreme
Court Monday following a Senate
vote along party lines.
According to T h e Associated
Press, it was the fust time in mod
ern politics that a justice-was ap
pointed without an support from
the minority party, in this instance
the Democarats.
We at The Daily Eastern News
believe that chis is a dark day in
American politics, and one that
will affect the future of millions of
Americans for possibly decades.
With three Supreme Court nom
inees from President Trump and
two from George W. Bush, five of
the nine justices on the Supreme
Court were nominated by a presi
dent that did not win the popular
vote.
The Republican senators who
voted to appoint Barrett represent
15 million fewer Americans than
the Democratic senators who op
posed the appointment.
That does not sound like a very

----

representative government.
Another layer to Barrett's nom
ination is the fact that there are
now six conservative justices on the
court compared to three liberal jus
tices.
This means that issues like Roe
v. Wade and The Affordable Care
Acr, which currendy insures more
that 23 million people, arc in dan
ger of being struck down by the Su
preme Court.
Barrett's nomination also re
vealed that Senate Majority Lead
er Mitch McConnell would flip
his principles. He did not allow a
vote on President Obama's nomi
nee in 2016 following Justice An
tonin Scalia's death, saying a new
president should nominate a jus
tice, but miraculously changed his
mind after Ruth Bader Ginsburg's
death and pushed Barrett through
the nomination process.
Barrett's nomination is one of the
most upsetting days over rhe last
several years, and millions of Amer
icans are likely to be affected by it.

T h e other day I was looking
throughout the Halloween section
in Walmart and came across the
Day of the Dead section.
I know throughout the years
Day of the Dead has become pop
ular throughout chain stores. First
it was paints and face tattoos for
sugar skull makeup looks, then
costumes, to house decorations
such as skeletons and mini altars.
I never liked the idea of Day of
the Dead becoming a trend and
how chain stores abuse the holi
day s i nce it's close to Halloween.
I talked to my mother about my
concerns of our holiday becoming
a profit for these companies but
she said we should be happy that
Day of the Dead is getting its rec
ognition.
Although, there was something
that even my mother didn't like.
I was holding it in my hand
and I was in complete disbelief. I
wanted to run out of Walmart. I
wanted to call the CEO and use
all sorts of curse words. In the

Karina Delgado
Day of the Dead section, there
was a pile of wax melts with all
sorts of different scents.
They were Day of the Dead
themes with names such as "Ga
Uetas de Calavera" (Skull cook
ies) and "La Catrina" (Lady of the
Dead). Even one saying "Dia de
los Muertos," how is the Day of
the Dead even supposed to smell?
Although one really dug under my
skin; "Sacred Altar."
I was furious l could not be
lieve there was such a name for
a w a x melt. I remember taking a

step back and looking at all these
items.
All for profit. Dia de los Muer
tos is a d a y where we remem
ber our loved ones. We set up an
'ofrenda' (altar) and offerings such
as their favorite food, items that
they loved, family pictures and so
on. This is a day where we honor
our loved ones and have a celebra
tion of life.
Day of the Dead is an all-day
celebration where the streets are
filled with skulls, papcl picado
(paper craft banners), food, music
and family.
For Walman and other chain
companies, taking advantage of
this holiday is disgusting. This i s
a meaningful holiday and they de
cided to make it into scents? I am
disgusted and I am disappointed.
Do better, capitalism.
Karina Delgado is a senior second
ary English education major. Shi!
can be reached at 581-2812 or
kmdelgado@eiu.edu.
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Panthers tuning up as season nears
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumino

til the regular season begins, there arc
still some areas where the team can
improve, according to Bollant.

It has been nearly two weeks since

the Eastern women's basketball team
began a full practice schedule on
Oct. 14.

"Rebounding is something that

we've got to continue to get better
at," he said. "We haven't been vcty
big and a lot of times we play skilled

That was when they could start

kids and maybe four guards as a

time, so it's always going to be some

20-hour practice weeks in preper
ation for the season, which begins

thing we've got to work on and focus

The Panthers are coming off a sea

We're hoping to play Northwestern

the OVC and won an OVC Tour

early so obviously we're going to have

Bollant said he is happy with how

the team has looked in practice so

Rebounding was an area where the
Panthers struggled last season, finish

"You can tell the veterans are bet

offensive rebounding and rebound

Nov. 25.

son in which they finished fourth in

nament game, and head coach Matt

far.

on to be a good rebounding team.

and Minnesota, two Big Ten teams,
to be ready to go on the boards."

ing 11th in the conference in both

ter, and just every player has gotten

margin.

"And our culture has just really tak

Panthers' success last season was the

better and has taken a step," he said.

en a step as far as just the energy and
enthusiasm that the players are play

ing with."
As a part of the 20-hour weeks,

Bollant said the team played its first

Something that factored into the

play of their freshmen class, espe
cially Lariah Washington, who was

named OVC Freshman of the Year.
Bollant says that he feels good
about this year's freshmen class as

scrimmage on Saturday, and he and

well, although they are coming on to

his staff were impressed with how the

a team full of returning players.

players handled it.

"We had our first scrimmage Sat

urday, an intrasquad scrimmage with

"They're adjusting very well and

have a great spirit about them," Bol

lant said. "Obviously they're walking

refs, and to the staff it didn't look

in to a little different situation with

looked like something later in the

returners that played and Bri Mishler,

like a first scrimmage," he said. "It
year where the kids were skilled and
smart and knew what they were do

ing, so it's been very encouraging so
far."

With less than a month to go un-

playing time because we have eight

who is a really talented transfer who

is eligible to play now."

FILE PHOTO

Adam Tumino con be reached at 5812812 or ojtumino@eiu.edu.

VOTE!
When?
Now until November 3rd!
The earlier the better!
Where (early voting)?
Coles County Courthouse
MLK Union 10/28 - 10/30
Mattoon Salvation Army
By mail?
From your home; mail soon!
In person?
November 3rd at your precinct
Who?
These candidates
Vote by Mail

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS IS
DELIVERED TO OVER 40 OFF-CAMPUS
LOCATIONS EACH DAY. DON'T MISS
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REACH

POTENTIAL CUiTOMElli!

I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern guard Lariah Washington handles the ball around the top of the key during a game against Southeast
Missouri on Jan. 25.
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